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caucus came out with a new move. They felt sure
that if a Constituent Assembly of their design
were convened they would be able to swamp
the boards by sheer force of numbers, and it
would emerge as 'a second larger edition of
the Congress*, whose only business would be
to register the dictates of the Congress High
Command.
Now a word about the attitude of the Congress
towards the proposals contained in His Excellency
the Viceroy's statement of August 8,1940. When
the Congress found that there was a possibility of
the transference of some power into Indian hands
at the Centre owing to the exigencies of the inter-
national situation they had recourse to a clever
stunt. They began to talk of the dangers of
external aggression against India and the possibili-
ties of internal disorder in the country. With all
their respect for Mr, Gandhi and his doctrine of
*ahimsa* as the ultimate remedy for all ills of
humanity the Congress High Command declared
that in view of the existing world situation and
the conditions obtaining in India and the failings
of the * human material * with which they have to-
deal they would have to resort to such measures
for organizing the defence of the country and
preserving peace and trsfoquillity within the
as may not conform to the creed of
. They, therefore, relieved Mr. Gandht